Ardian Ahmedaja

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR TRADITIONAL MUSIC
Study Group on Multipart Music

Chronicle of its founding

Multipart music represents one of the most fasoigaphenomena in numerous
local musical cultures in Europe. It has therefbeen a favoured object of
research for a long time, particularly in the nasibframework. Regional studies,
which extend beyond political boundaries, are, h@ierare and sporadic. Since,
as a rule, regional and the political boundarie&imope do not coincide, there
was an almost untouched area for research in locgical cultures in Europe.
Therefore a network of researchers, many of theMGnembers, is working
since 2003 focusing on multipart music tradition€Europe in the framework of
the “Research Centre of European Multipart Musiestablished at the Institute
for Folk Music Research and Ethnomusicology of\lenna University of Music.
A first conference was organized in March 2005 iarma. Results of the research
are published in the bookEtiropean Voices I. Multipart Singing in the Balkans
and the Mediterranedn(Vienna: Bohlau. 2008), including audio-visual®rh
fieldwork in several countries of southern Europe.

The growing interest to the topic led to the exiem®f the network. The second
Vienna meeting (October 2008Etiropean Voices Il. Cultural Listening and
Local Discourse in Multipart Singing in Europdéad to do with the diverse
worldviews of the resource persons as bearers aesemters (musically and
literally) of musical traditions in South, Centrahd Northern Europe. The
publication of its results is being prepared.

Fragments of the work done until now have beeneortesl also in panels in the
ICTM World Conferences (Sheffield 2005 and VienGa?2).

All this work served as basis upon which we werke ab draw during the negotiations
with the ICTM Board for the establishing ofStudy Group on Multipart Musiche
board reached a positive decision on the formadiothe group in July 2009 after the
ICTM World Conference in Durban, South Africa.

An ICTM Study Group on Multipart Music is of a gtdeelp to extend the existing
network and our views on multipart music traditionerldwide, by means of
research, documentation, interdisciplinary and s@stural study, intending a
tight collaboration with local singers and musigaalso in the scholarly
discussion processes.



